Urinary tract infections caused by endemic multi-resistant Enterobacter cloacae in a dialysis and transplantation unit.
In the period 1994-1998, 42 multi-resistant Enterobacter cloacae isolates responsible for urinary tract infections (UTIs) were obtained from children hospitalized in our dialysis and transplantation unit. E. cloacae isolates obtained between 1994 and 1996 were susceptible to aminoglycosides, carbapenems and fluoroquinolones, whereas E. cloacae isolates obtained between 1997 and 1998 were susceptible to carbapenems and fluoroquinolones, only. All isolates were characterized by use of the polymerase chain reaction-based random amplification of polymorphic DNA and pulsed-field gel electrophoresis. It was found that the majority of multiresistant E. cloacae isolates obtained during 1997-1998, and all isolates obtained during 1994-1996, belonged to predominant clones A or B. These strains were responsible for gastrointestinal tract colonization and UTI of renal transplant recipients for several years, and persisted as endemic E. cloacae strains in the dialysis and transplantation unit from 1994 to 1998.